ENDANGERED SPECIES REPORT
	Requirements:
· 5 paragraphs (You must submit a plan, rough draft, editing checklist, final copy)

· 1 Non-fiction Text Feature - diagram (life cycle, food chain), chart, graph, map

· Illustration of your species in its environment (NOT a photograph)

· Bibliography/References

Your report should include the following pieces of information:
· Description of your species - physical features and characteristics

· Life Cycle 

· Diet / Food Chain

· Habitat - purpose, safety

· Adaptation - as it applies to physical features and/or habitat

· Endangerment - explain why your species is endangered and what is being done about it (or what should be done about it).


COMMON WRITING RUBRIC
	Standard
	4
	3
	2
	1

	W2
Applies effective organization, craft & style
	All of the requirements for a 3 PLUS:
· expands on evidence by synthesizing (connections, inferences, relationships) that demonstrates greater depth of understanding

--or--
· usage of sensory details and/or figurative language
	· focused & on topic

· writing follows a logical sequence

· content/genre specific vocabulary

· clearly stated claim with supporting evidence, details & descriptions (nonfiction)

--or--
· usage of narrative elements (setting, characters, events etc.)
	· response strays from topic

· minimal/weak supporting details and/or descriptions

· sequence is confusing/lacks organization in parts

· limited content specific vocabulary
	· response is off topic

· no supporting details or descriptions

· overall lack of organization

· lacks content specific vocabulary

	W3
Transfers and applies conventions:  grammar, mechanics, usage & spelling
	· consistent use of advanced punctuation (semicolon, colon, quotation marks)

· complex sentence structure

· few minor errors in grammar and usage meaning is clear throughout
	· errors in grammar, punctuation and usage do not interfere with meaning

· some varied sentence structure
	· inconsistent use of correct grammar, punctuation and usage that may interfere with understanding

· varied use of sentence structure is limited
	· frequent and distracting errors in grammar, punctuation & usage often interferes with understanding

· frequent use of incomplete sentences and/or run-ons


